
MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY STUDY
COMMUNITY MEETING #2 – JANUARY 28, 2020



AGENDA

Welcome / Sign-In

Introductions

Project Overview

Our Analysis

What We’ve Heard So Far

Takeaways & Thoughts

Exploring the Possibilities

Group Activities



A Balanced Planning Process 
City Architecture – WSP– 4ward Planning Inc.



Primary Objectives:

Developing transportation projects that provide

more travel options

Promoting reinvestment in underutilized or

vacant/abandoned properties

Supporting economic development

Ensuring that the benefits of growth and

change are available to all members of a

community

Enhancing regional cohesion

Providing people with safe and reliable

transportation choices

Transportation for Livable Communities Initiative  (TLCI)

Transportation --- moving people safely via all modes of transit

Livable --- providing a quality environment for people to enjoy

Communities --- enhancing people’s experience within a place

Initiative --- causing action to occur

Program Impact:

127 planning grants have been awarded since

2006

Over $6 million dollars in total investment in

TLCI planning projects

Over 30 implementation grants awarded since

2016

Between 2006-2011, 86% of transportation

projects in NOACA’s service area were

recommended through TLCI plans, totaling over

$152 million dollars in investment

Public input continues to shape the planning and

implementation process



MAY - JULY
AUGUST - 
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OCTOBER - 
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Traffic Study and Analysis
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Preliminary Studies & Scenarios

Economic / Market Study
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Kickoff Meeting

Stakeholder Outreach

Community Meeting

Commuity Meeting Commuity Meeting

MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY STUDY
PROJECT TIMELINE

T

C

Core Team Meeting (3 to 4 total)

Community Meeting / Presentation (3 total sessions)
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OVERLAYING & COORDINATING PLANNING
Various scales & initiatives

Mid 2017 to Early 2019

May 2019 to March 2020

March 2020 to March 2025

CITYWIDE

CORE COMMERICAL DISTRICT

TARGETED INVESTMENT

MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY STUDY
OUR APPROACH



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE 

CONNECTIVITY STUDY
GROUP ACTIVITIES





WHAT WE’VE DONE SO FAR



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE 

CONNECTIVITY STUDY
PROJECT CONTEXT

EUCLID

RICHMOND 
HEIGHTS

CLEVELAND 
HEIGHTS

SHAKER HEIGHTS

GARFIELD 
HEIGHTS

MAPLE
HEIGHTS

CLEVELAND

PARMA

WARRENSVILLE 
HEIGHTS

• What’s next for Cleveland’s Eastern 

Suburbs…?

• The Age of Amazon… and the fate of the 

traditional mall

• Anticipating change… future-proofing 

your community



Market Study Summary

- When Amazon jumps in your pool 
who gets wet?

- Opportunities for employment tied to 
services Amazon needs for its 
operations – ex. Delivery Drivers and 
Machinery Repair

- Accommodating for a continued 
increase in demand for housing for a 
variety of incomes 

- What share of Amazon’s impact can 
Maple Heights capture?

MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: 

SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY 

STUDY
MARKET STUDY



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE 

CONNECTIVITY STUDY
LAND USE

LIBBY RD
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Prevalence of Housing

Commercial Corridor

Green/Park Space



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: 

SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY 

STUDY
TRAFFIC ANALYSIS

Traffic Counts

Southgate Transit Center (GCRTA)



• Text
Libby Rd Intersections (3)
• Warrensville Center Rd
• Prayner Rd
• Northfield Rd

MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY STUDY
TRAFFIC ANALYSIS

Existing Conditions – Study Area



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY STUDY
TRAFFIC ANALYSIS

Existing Conditions – AM Peak Hour Traffic Trends



Existing Conditions – PM Peak Hour Traffic Trends

MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY STUDY
TRAFFIC ANALYSIS



• Text

MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY STUDY
TRAFFIC ANALYSIS

Existing Conditions – Traffic Analysis – Level of Service (AM/PM)
(Optimized Timing and Phasing)

B/B B/B C/B



• Text

MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY STUDY
TRAFFIC ANALYSIS

B/C B/C C/C

Future Conditions – Traffic Analysis
(Optimized Timing and Phasing)

Convert Libby Road from 4 lanes ---> 3 lanes 
• One travel lane in each direction 
• Bike lanes in each direction
• Two way left turn lane or median with left turn bays

BEFORE AFTER



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: 

SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY 

STUDY
TRANSPORTATION

Southgate Transit Center

Major Corridors

DOWTOWN CLEVELAND
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AVERAGE RIDERSHIP 

AMONG 4 BUS LINES

581 – Daily Avg. On

498 – Daily Avg. Off 



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: 

SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY 

STUDY
MISSING CONNECTION

2. Island Effect - Southgate

3. Path Obstructions

4. Visual Disconnect

Obstructed

Path

1
1

3 2

4

1. Lack of Connection at Gateways



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: 

SOUTHGATE CONNECTIVITY 

STUDY
PARKING STUDY

OVER 

PARKING SPACES

ROUGHLY 

ACRES OF SURFACE 

ARE DESIGNED FOR 

PARKING BETWEEN 

LIBBY& ROCKSIDE
58 FOOTBALL FIELDS!



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE 

CONNECTIVITY STUDY
COMMUNITY INPUT

WHAT WE’VE HEARD SO FAR

A more functional Stafford Park

Recreation Center

Outdoor Theater

Improved paths to Employment / Self Sufficiency

Support/Funding for Local Businesses

Diversity of Housing Options

Need for Bike Infrastructure (protected bike lanes)

Safer Pedestrian paths within Commercial District

Improved crosswalks

Wayfinding signage

Becoming a Model for Sustainable Communities

Celebrating Community Culture & Heritage

Creating a Destination

Connecting with Youth
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MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE 

CONNECTIVITY STUDY
COMMUNITY INPUT



MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE 

CONNECTIVITY STUDY
COMMUNITY INPUT



TAKEAWAYS / THOUGHTS 

Assets & Anchors

PARKING…

What if you don’t drive?

Transit Center

Recent Investment

Strengthen Connections

Welcome!





MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: SOUTHGATE 

CONNECTIVITY STUDY
WHAT WE’VE LEARNED

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1Warrensville Ctr Rd & I-480

Northfield Rd & I-480

Libby Rd & Mayville Ave

Warrensville Ctr Rd & Libby Rd

Kenyon Dr & Libby Rd

Prayner Rd & Libby Rd

Northfield Rd & Libby Rd

Warrensville Ctr Rd & Wendy’s 

Intersection

Warrensville Ctr Rd & Southgate Blvd

Sunnyslope Rd & Southgate Blvd

Northfield Rd & Southgate Blvd

Warrensville Ctr Rd & Rockside Rd

Northfield Rd & Rockside Rd

2

3

4

5

6

8

7

1

2

3

4

A

B

Warrensville Rd Community 

Baptist Church

Milkovich Middle School

Southgate USA

Southgate Transit Center

Stafford Park

Ford Dealership

‘New’ KFC

‘New’ Checkers/Rally’s

Kenyon Dr

Prayner Rd

Stockton Ave

5

6

Mayville Ave

Southgate Blvd to Ford

Sunnyslope Rd

Warrensville Ctr Rd

Libby Rd

9 Rid-All Green Partnership

C Southgate Blvd

10

11

12

13

Gateway / Decision Point

Asset / Activity Generator

Priority Corridor

Potential Enhanced 

Connection



Warrensville Ctr Rd

Gateway (North)

Northfield Rd

Gateway (North)

Warrensville Ctr Rd

Gateway (South)

Stafford Park

Southgate USA

MAPLE HEIGHTS TLCI: 

SOUTHGATE

CONNECTIVITY STUDY
FOCUSING IN

Warrensville Ctr Rd

& Libby Rd



SOUTHGATE USA
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SOUTHGATE USA PARKING LOT



SOFTENING THE EDGE

OF THE PARKING AREAS



SAFELY INCORPORATING

DEDICATE BIKE PATHS



WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD –

ROCKSIDE RD SOUTH GATEWAY
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WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD and ROCKSIDE RD



CREATING A CONSISTENT 

SENSE OF ARRIVAL

WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD and ROCKSIDE RD WAYFINDING
Build off current 

banners and features 

to distinguish 

commercial district

PLACE-MAKING
Enhance arrival to 

district with unique 

signage and street 

furniture



NORTHFIELD RD - NORTH 

GATEWAY

I-480



NORTHFIELD RD and INTERSTATE 480



CREATING A 

CONSISTENT SENSE OF 

ARRIVAL

NORTHFIELD RD and INTERSTATE 480

PLACE-MAKING
Enhance arrival to 

district with unique 

signage and street 

furniture

WAYFINDING
Build off current 

banners and features 

to distinguish 

commercial district

STREET TREES
Continue rhythm of 

trees to create a 

fullness within corridor

VERTICAL 

GATEWAY 

ELEMENT
Improved arrival 

experience coupled 

with landscaped 

enhancements



WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD -

NORTH GATEWAY

Hansen Rd



WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD and MAPLE HEIGHTS BLVD



WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD and MAPLE HEIGHTS BLVD

CREATING A CONSISTENT

SENSE OF ARRIVAL

WAYFINDING
Build off current 

banners and features 

to distinguish 

commercial district

STREETSCAPE
Break up expansive 

roadway with median 

and dedicated 

pedestrian crosswalk 

GATEWAY 

ELEMENT
Improved arrival 

experience coupled 

with landscaped 

enhancements

MULTI-MODAL 

CONNECTION TO 

STAFFORD PARK VIA 

MAPLE HTS BLVD





STAFFORD PARK
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STAFFORD PARK – PARKING LOT



REDUCING EXCESSIVE 

IMPERVIOUS SURFACES



ACTIVATING 

UN / UNDER – UTILIZED 

SPACE



WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD & 

LIBBY RD
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Libby Rd

Stockton Ave



WHAT DO YOU SEE HERE?

WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD looking South to LIBBY RD



STREET TREES
Continue rhythm of 

trees to create a 

fullness within corridor

ORNAMENTAL FENCE
Allow for more of a 

protective path for 

pedestrians

TREE LAWN
Potential to leverage 

florist to enhance tree 

lawn aesthetic

STREET TREES
Continue rhythm of 

trees to create a 

fullness within corridor

PLACE-MAKING
Enhance arrival to 

district with unique 

signage and street 

furniture

WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD looking South to LIBBY RD

IMPROVED

PEDESTRIAN

EXPERIENCE



WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD and LIBBY RD



CENTER ENTRY
Improved pedestrian 

experience to Giant 

Eagle entry

WAYFINDING
Build off current 

banners and features 

to distinguish 

commercial district

STREETSCAPE
Break up expansive 

roadway with median 

and dedicated 

pedestrian crosswalk 

PLACE-MAKING
Enhance arrival to 

district with unique 

signage and street 

furniture

TREE LAWN
Improve and maintain 

green buffer along 

gas station

CROSSWALK
Clearly distinguished 

crossing that enhances 

intersection quality

WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD and LIBBY RD

CREATING A 

CONSISTENT

SENSE OF 

ARRIVAL



WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD and STOCKTON AVE



MURAL
Place-making 

feature

WAYFINDING
Enhance connection 

with school

DECORATIVE FENCE
Creation of a nice buffer for parking 

TRAILHEAD
Accessible path 

connecting to school 

and neighborhood, 

reflective of community

CROSSWALK
Enhance intersection 

experience decorative 

crossing pattern

WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD and STOCKTON AVE

PROVIDING 

CONNECTION







TRANSPORTATION PLANNING IMPACT









LAKESHORE BABBITT STREETSCAPE

C O M P L E T E D  A P R I L  2 0 0 9



BARBERTON’S 
MAGIC MILE

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 4

CONNECTING HISTORY THROUGH 
MULTI-MODAL INFRASTRUCTURE



P R O P O S E D

C O M P L E T E D  J U N E  2 0 1 5



P R O P O S E D C O M P L E T E D  J U N E  2 0 1 5



YOUR EXPERIENCE



What it could be incrementally

Time folks reaction

Now that you’ve reacted high level, where could 
some of that stuff fit, help us prioritize… keep in 
mind realistic timeline, provide a guide of costs to 
administration



What it could be incrementally


